UM president named to Clinton\u27s \u27American Reads Challenge\u27 by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
12-23-1996 
UM president named to Clinton's 'American Reads Challenge' 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM president named to Clinton's 
'American Reads Challenge'" (1996). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 14538. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/14538 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of
Montana
UNIVERSITY C O M M U N ICA T IO N S  • M ISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
Dec. 23, 1996
UM PRESIDENT NAMED TO CLINTON’S ‘AMERICAN READS CHALLENGE’ 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana President George Dennison will be a leader in helping President 
Clinton build an army of reading tutors on college campuses across America.
Dennison has been named to the America Reads College Presidents’ Steering Committee. 
President Clinton made the announcement during his weekly radio address Saturday, Dec. 21.
Dennison will work with 20 other college presidents as part of Clinton’s America Reads 
Challenge, which will enroll 30,000 reading specialists and volunteer coordinators to mobilize 
volunteer reading tutors to work with children across the country in kindergarten through third 
grade.
Dennison said he is pleased with the appointment and noted that UM is committed to 
helping Montana and America’s children read better.
Dennison said the UM-based Montana Campus Compact program, a coalition of state 
colleges and universities that involves students in community services, is already committed to the 
effort to improve literacy in Montana.
"It is especially important in Montana that we begin to work with schools," Dennison said. 
"One real advantage is this is something we believe strongly in and this provides the impetus 
to do it."
One of Dennison’s first responsibilities on the committee is to name five other Montana
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college and university presidents to join the America Reads Challenge on their campuses.
"With today’s actions by these college presidents, and with the steps we are taking to help 
them, college students can now work their way through school by teaching our children to read," 
President Clinton said in his radio address. "That is how we will take more responsibility, create 
more opportunity and build a stronger, more united community for all Americans."
This fall Congress created more than 200,000 new work-study jobs on America’s college 
campuses. As part of the program, a portion of UM’s new work-study slots will be dedicated to 
work as reading tutors. The U.S. Department of Education will waive the requirement that UM 
pay 25 percent of the work study costs for students who work as reading tutors.
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